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B ret was born in Indianapolis, IN. He graduated from Ben Davis High School in

Indianapolis in 1988. He joined the United States Navy as an air traffic
controller that same year. He served in the US Navy for 10 years, and served many of

those years stationed on the USS Belleau Wood. He had a lifetime love of planes and

had taken lessons to become a pilot. He was a long time employee of Midwest ATC,
in Columbus, OH. He had a great sense of humor, and made many friends among

his colleagues at work. He is survived by his father Mark Cruikshank of Indianapolis,
IN, his mother Dianne Jones of Plainfield, IN, his sister Michelle Carter Avon, IN, and

his two nieces, Brittany Perez and Ashley Carter.

Obituary Bret Allen Cruikshank
APR  2 9 , 19 7 0  -  AUG  10, 2 0 2 1

Bret Allen Cruikshank
APR  2 9, 1 97 0  -  AUG  1 0 , 2 0 2 1
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Tribute Wall Bret Allen Cruikshank
APR  2 9 , 19 7 0  -  AUG  10, 2 0 2 1

JS John Snider  posted:

I met Bret in Fallon, NV where we worked together. Next stop was the USS Belleau Wood where

he cursed me for talking him into going there. We had many great times over the years, he will be

missed. His story about Lawn Jarts and his sister was a favorite.

September 9 at 4:41 AM

DC Deral Carson posted:

Wow, where to start. When you work with someone as closely as we do, then they get to be more

like a friend than a coworker or just someone that works for you. Well that certainly was Bret after

20+ years @ OSU Tower. Bret would do anything for anyone who asked. It's so hard to believe he

will not just walk right through the tower door. He just made the day "better. " He was a fellow Vet

and while there was often bantering (Navy vs USAF), at the end of the day we were just Vets. I'll

miss you Navy!

August 26 at 6:53 AM

TH Timothy Heron posted:

I always knew I was in good hands when I heard Bret key the mic at KOSU tower. His calm,

directive, and reassuring tone was a beacon for me and fellow aviators. I cannot recall a single

instance of leaving the tower after a visit when I did not have a smile on my face. Thank you,

Bret....

August 25 at 3:15 PM

SS Sam  Sahlin posted:

Words cannot express the loss I feel for this man! My friend, coworker of 18yrs and Shipmate! I

have many many memories with Bret! What stays with me is his genuine kindness and support. He

was there if I needed someone! Always willing to share a story or life experience. If there was

one thing he could do and did well, when the air traffic was thick, he was calm and knew how to

do his job! Fair winds and calm seas, Shipmate! You are missed!

August 24 at 2:21 PM
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Tribute Wall Bret Allen Cruikshank
APR  2 9 , 19 7 0  -  AUG  10, 2 0 2 1

JM Jeff Moore posted:

I've been fortunate to have known Bret and worked with him the past fourteen or so years. He was

easy to work with and a great controller. I will miss his easy going persona and our many

conversations we've shared over these years. ---Jeff Moore

August 23 at 2:51 PM

TL Tony Lewis posted:

Bret has been my good friend for more than twenty years. He was a part of our family for many

holidays and many regular nights around the bonfire. I was extremely lucky to have him in my life. I

will miss him terribly. He was the single funniest man I ever knew, talented, and honest. He leaves

a hike that cannot ever be filled.---- Tony Lewis

August 23 at 12:29 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Bret by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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